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DIVER Explorer – Getting Started 
 

Following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, NOAA and other Trustees collected large volumes of data as 
part of their Natural Resource Damage Assessment effort. In an effort to make data readily accessible, NOAA 
created a data warehouse, which the public can query using DIVER Explorer (Data Integration Visualization 
Exploration and Reporting). Sample data, visual observations, photographs, telemetry, and additional data types 
are currently available. Follow these steps to access DIVER Explorer: 

1. Click the DIVER Explorer logo or Explore the Data in the navigation bar to access DIVER Explorer from 
the homepage.  
 

2. DIVER Explorer contains three entry points to access data. To start, select one of the options below: 
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3. With both the Guided Queries and Custom Queries options, results display on a map with a summary 
below. By clicking various tabs and selecting display results options, users can explore and filter the 
query result. The data may also be downloaded for desktop use by making a selection in the export tab 
and then downloading the file from the Export Queue. DIVER Explorer records are currently limited to 
approximately 40,000 records displayed on the map and 500,000 records in the export. For queries of 
approximately 40,000 – 80,000 records there is reduced functionality in the map, tables, and graphs, 
however the full query is available to download. Returns of more than approximately 80,000 records 
must be downloaded directly. 
 
For more detail on using Guided Queries and Custom Queries, please see the additional training 
materials. 
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4. The Download Data option provides links to other NRDA data sources and data packages that can be 

downloaded directly to the desktop without using the query interface. Data packages contain data, 
metadata, and study notes (if available).  
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